
   
	

Tradit ional Interpretation of the Bible on Homosexuali ty 
(Précis of “Bibl ical Rationales in Response to Human Sexuali ty”) 

 

Note: 
Hermeneutics is the study of the principles of interpreting the Bible.  There are different 
ways of interpreting Scripture.  The writers of this paper use a traditional hermeneutic 
that is best described in the Westminster Confession of Faith: 

The infallible rule of interpretation of Scripture is the Scripture itself; and 
therefore, when there is a question about the true and full sense of any Scripture 
(which is not manifold, but one), it may be searched and known by other places 
that speak more clearly.  The Supreme Judge, by which all controversies of 
religion are to be determined…and in whose sentence we are to rest, can be no 
other but the Holy Spirit speaking in Scripture 

 

This paper looks at the issue by asking four questions. 

1. What is God’s plan for human life? 
This is answered at least in part with the first question of the Shorter Catechism. 

“What is the chief end of man?” 
“Man’s chief end is to glorify God and to enjoy Him forever.” 

2. What does it mean to be disciples of Jesus Christ? 
More than just glorifying God and enjoying Him forever the Lord calls us to be 
disciples of Jesus.  Disciples are students and followers of Jesus but we do more 
than just learn from Him – He transforms us.  We are to live Kingdom lives where 
God’s will is done on earth as it is in heaven – where His will is done in our lives as 
it is in heaven.  This impacts how we live together in community with each other as 
we are called to love one another where love is not a feeling or sentiment but 
loyalty and the pursuit of good for the other. 

3.What does the Bible teach about God’s design for human sexuality? 
For 2,000 years the majority understanding of the universal church is that marriage 
is between one man and one woman.  Men and women are intentionally different, 
but when brought together, this difference communicates something to us about the 
unity of the church and God’s kingdom. 

Genesis 1 & 2 
This is the creation story where male and female are created in God’s image 
and they are commanded to be fruitful and multiply.  Humankind was patterned 
after God’s own self and sexual difference is somehow integrated into the image 
of God.  Marriage as the union of a man and a woman is traced back to the 
design of God in creation, prior to the fall.  Whatever lapses, changes, or other 
permutations and combinations of marriage may have come to exist in the fallen 
world, they are not God’s original design. 
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Mark 10:1-12 and Matthew 19:1-12 
In these passages Jesus spoke about divorce in the context of Genesis 1 and 2 
and went on in Matthew’s version to contemplate “eunuchs” helping us to 
understand the place of singles in a theology of marriage.  When asked about 
divorce Jesus appealed to the authority of Genesis 1:27 and 2:24 as the 
foundational source of wisdom concerning God’s intended design for male-
female marriage.  Jesus spoke of eunuchs “who have made themselves eunuchs 
for the sake of the kingdom of heaven.”  This is about someone who chooses to 
devote himself solely to God’s work and is living in a way that is fruitful for the 
way of God in the world.  This is not reference to physical castration but 
intentional celibacy.  Single celibacy is a sign or symbol, pointing to a deeper 
reality in the structure of God’s creation and redeeming work. 

Ephesians 5 and Revelation 21, 22 
These passages use marriage as an analogy of the relationship between Christ 
and the church and so point to the special quality of marriage as a sign or 
symbol, pointing to a deeper reality in the structures of God’s creation and 
redeeming work.  Paul wrote of mutual submission as the overall theme before 
going on to write of wives submitting to husbands and husbands loving wives.  
The thrust of the passage is that it provides a model of giving and giving 
something up in order to raise and glorify the other – that is a gospel model.  
Marriage is in and of itself, an image of God.  John writes of the church as the 
Bride of the Lamb (Christ) and tells of how in God’s presence sin is excluded 
because it would mar the holiness of the bride.  There is forgiveness for sin 
offered in Christ, but if we cling to our sin more closely than we cling to Christ 
we will be excluded. 

Male-female marriage is rooted in God’s design in creation.  Humans are 
individually crated in God’s image, but the coming together of opposites as “one 
flesh” is also a part of their vocation as image-bearers of God.  In Ephesians we 
find a presentation of marriage as an analogy for the relationship between Christ 
and the church.  And in the closing chapters of Revelation we find a vision of 
opposites coming together in the new creation: the church is represented as a bride 
adorned for her husband, Christ.  Through all these passages, sexual difference is 
not accidental in God’s ordering of the universe.  It has purpose.  Further, male-
female marriage is a sign or symbol which points to a deeper reality in the 
structures of God’s creation and redeeming work. 

 

 

The seven commonly cited Biblical texts 

When the Bible speaks explicitly about same-sex activity in these seven texts it is 
unanimously negative and not only a little negative but uses decisive language. 
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Genesis 18:16-19:29 and Judges 19:22-26 
These two stories tell of a group of men in ancient settlements clamouring at the 
door insisting the host give up his guest(s) so they can have sex with them.  These 
stories speak of deplorable acts of violence and are referenced in other parts of the 
Bible.  Jesus referred to the stories when speaking about pride and rebellion.  
Isaiah referenced idolatry and injustice.  Ezekiel spoke of pride, excess of food and 
prosperous ease and failure to bring aid to the poor and needy.  Though there is a 
sexual element to the stories they are very far removed from mutually consenting 
same-sex couples so it would be unwise to base any doctrine concerning human 
sexuality on these two stories. 

Leviticus 18:22 and 20:13 
These two verses are part of the “holiness code” of the Law of Moses.  The Law is 
not the whole basis of our covenant relationship with God because we have that 
through Jesus who sealed a “new covenant” by His death; but Jesus Himself upheld 
the Law.  Jesus’ statement in Mark 10:31 to “love your neighbour as yourself” is a 
quote from Leviticus 19:18.  The Westminster Confession states, “The moral law 
[does] forever bind all…Neither [does] Christ in the gospel anyway dissolve, but 
much strength, this obligation.”  We cannot summarily set aside law simply because 
it was part of the holiness code for the ancient Israelites. 

1 Corinthians 6:9-10 and 1 Timothy 1:8-10 
There are two words that are key in understanding these passages: malakoi and 
arsenokoitai.  The English Standard Version translates these two words as, “…nor 
men who practice homosexuality.”  The NIV (2011) translates the same words as, 
“…nor men who have sex with men.”  The word malakoi refers to something “soft” 
and means being passive in a same-sex relationship.  The word arsenokoitai does 
not appear in any pre-Christian Greek literature but looking at the word itself helps 
with interpretation.  It is made up of two parts, “arsen” refers to man or male and 
“koite” refers to bed in a sexual connotation so together the word refers to “male-
bedders.”  There were other words available to Paul if he specifically meant temple 
prostitutes or pederasty but he chose words that have a more general meaning. 

Romans 1:26-27 
Some argue that this passage condemns temple prostitution and/or pederasty 
however the fact that men were consumed with passion for “one another” resists 
this interpretation.  The second issue is in regards to the words “natural” and 
“unnatural.”  Some argue that it is “natural” for someone with a same-sex sexual 
orientation to engage in same-sex intercourse but Paul’s use of the word “natural” 
appears to be rooted in a proper knowledge of God as “Creator.”  To act in a 
“natural” way before God is to honour one’s God-given design in creation and live 
in a way that bears witness to this same creation.  In Romans we learn that same-
sex intercourse for men and women is not a behaviour that honours God because it 
betrays a proper knowledge of God as Creator.  We also find a warning to not 
judge others too quickly or severely, especially when all people have fallen short of 
the glory of God and that it is only by “faith in Christ Jesus” that one is righteous 
before God. 
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Other texts 

Acts 10 and 15 
Acts 10 is the story about Cornelius in which a vision from God declared animals 
previously held as unclean to be clean.  Acts 15 is the Council of Jerusalem in 
which the church leadership declared that Gentiles did not have to become Jews to 
become Christians.  The few restrictions placed on them included sexual 
immorality, which has historically been understood to refer to any sexual activity 
outside of the bond of marriage. 

Galatians 3:28-29 
There is no longer Jew or Greek, slave or free, male and female for you are one in 
Christ Jesus.  Even though all are equals in their spiritual standing in relation to 
Christ, differences in ethnicity, situation and sex were not removed.  Some would 
see this extended to “heterosexual or homosexual” as a “movement” in Scripture 
where the place of Gentiles, slaves and women were changing and opening up.  
This oneness, however, did not and does not eliminate differences including sexual 
difference. 

Textual summary 
When studying the progression of issues like slavery or the role of women one can 
identify an evolution in biblical thought toward the freedom of persons and a 
greater role for women in leadership.  However, when a similar study occurs for 
same-sex activity, no movement occurs.  It should take considerable prayer, 
research and consensus to overturn an historic understanding of marriage and 
human sexuality. 

4. What is a biblical way to think about marriage and singleness? 
Along with the positive view of marriage in the Bible there is also a positive witness 
to singleness.  Marriage and singleness are presented as two parallel tracks which 
offering distinct opportunities for God’s purposes to be accomplished with us.  
Living Faith (8.2.2) states, “God’s purpose for us can be realized in both single and 
married life.  Marriage is not God’s will for everyone.  Fullness of life is offered to 
all, both single and married.”  

 

Other considerations 
Along with the Bible’s overarching marital theology, the seven commonly cited 
texts, other texts and singleness it is important to recognize some other 
considerations raised through the study. 

Hypocrisy 
The church needs to acknowledge its hypocrisy “while talking about upholding high 
ethical standards regarding homosexual activity, is is failing to live out its ethical 
standards with regard to heterosexual activity.” 

Hate and Homophobia 
LGBTQ youth who are from “highly rejecting families” are more than eight times 
more likely to attempt suicide than LGBTQ youth from families that do not reject 
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them.  There is no place for hate or homophobia in the church of Christ.  You 
cannot love if you hate or fear.   

“Our culture has accepted two huge lies: The first is that if you disagree with 
someone’s lifestyle, you must fear them or hate them.  The second is that to love 
someone means to agree with everything they believe or do.  Both are nonsense.  
You don’t have to compromise convictions to be compassionate.”  (Rick Warren) 

Identity 
Society’s understanding of identity is seen as having a unique core feeling and 
intuition that should unfold or be expressed if individuality [or identity] is to be 
realized.  We must be aware that our primary identity is always more securely 
connected to who we are as children of God and disciples of Jesus Christ. 

Pastoral Care 
We fail in our communities when we underappreciate and undervalue what we 
share in common with others even when we conduct our lives differently and even 
when we disagree about important topics.  We can do this only when we focus on 
the love of a crucified Messiah.  Gathered around the cross, we are all aware of 
our own brokenness and need of a Saviour.  Gathered around the cross we 
acknowledge what we have in common, what makes us different, and offer prayer 
and mutual support for our journey of discipleship. 

 


